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tliouoiitful alia .iiud -of you to call, a 
e for it. I hope you could af ord it. 


it would, iiavc boon haa Ivon lot you 


la I recall what you said, you vrilL. Lx; leaving Orleans in vue morning or ■conrrow 
sometime. 1 vd.ll be gone- till . doming, so I write because "ou aid not call ami 1 really 
did ::ot expect liiin to unless your coning uubsrrassod bin enough. iio knew he hat. not sent 
:ae the '.transcripts. 1 wrote Jiiia at leant throe tines and J ih once. I had laid aside other 
things to write that -story and I needed the transcripts, frankly, a saw in the one -^ou 
sent \ probably in. Jim’ s impulse) what 'I thins. they did not. .aid possibilities a tlixak tray 
do not visualise. 

but when weeks went by and. a heard uolliing, i laid that work aside. Uiere is too 
much to which I can’t yet to fool around- that way. 

•“ou did not have to send mw the transcripts, nil he had to do was ask a secretary 
to xerox aiie. send thorn. Had he asked it oi ic- it would have boon none, autonaticaley. 

ihe oul; 1 question in my mind is -was .it iiis decision or Jin's. I suspect it was Jim's. 

hut it iiiahon no difference. 

It will not liurt me. It will not help Jin. It is their decision and I’ll not a, tliem 
again. In the end it nay hurt Jim because the. next- tira.. they Ctill upon : me -if there is a 
next tine - I’ll bo busy, hold it will.be true, not puton. Each time I've gone there it was 
a v tim coo c on o wia., i/on.* 

I can’t oegin to explain the situation in any way you -would be able to accept and 
understand or that won’t sound vain, irerivaps if you can come to understuna tnat no tiiat 
you -art. out of college your reel, education is just about to begin you can'- begin to yet a 
glimmer of it. hue of the tilings you will learn is tJmt some people can't bear b-.-ing 
wrong, They can loss. abide having someone else- see- it in advance and warn then. mad there 
are those who 'find it intolerable tiiat others can do. what they cannot' .-and no it. 

In the areas of th..ir regular obligations, lira’s office is, .1 woulu imagine, up to 
.par. -hen they jot out of those areas they aro lost.. In ray experience, the only one- -who 
really worked hard was ^ou. I'. Hlccid him and -I respected iiim. Perhaps if somfe of the' lawyers- 
had Iran .i-tore freedom .in tin.- work with which I was familiar -they right iiavc- cone bitter. 

But what' wan called their "probe" was never anytiiing but a joke, and not a funny one. dim 
never aoioio.. -lodged tills to himself, kept ' tolling himself how brilliant fine groat ho i:as, 
and on ciru j. t yust nasii t so. 

It in' hi.- who .most resented not being right when he. was so convinced ho was. i don't 
t Mnk he will -..-vor forgive mo for forcing the on. 'victory he had in all of this, anu then 
making it possible. It -wan in 'his suit for the autopsy and' related material:.-, in Washington. 

Lor dr I tiiink any of those Closely involves 'will forgive eio for predicting they 'Would 
lose the bliaw case, telling "Cheia they deserved ' to, and not staying for it. 1 lab no. idea 
what their 'case voulu be until the Bunday -'before the selection of the jury. 1 worked with 
user and nlford in user’ a home that 'day an-.- then learned, with some -shock, fhey -wouldn’t 
listen, Jin woulen’t listen, I never -went into the coicrtroom once (even though when the 
trial began tho —• ov; lom -"Xme:; ii- tea vie as export new - . or sitcin^ at t, ,o covuisel tapis), 
after tiiat day I wasn’t even curious to see Shaw. I fiiiln t go into thb. courtroom whilv • the 
• jury -was "being selected. Instead, I sat and continued the writing of a book x began tiiat 
^uuday night, tnut fast, unce 1 realised the futility, of what t;ioy were doing. I set the 
'day for i;.y departure and as I told them, if they diiui't listen, i would leave- then. 

I don't iaiow wliich of ny sins was more unwelcome- tliere, yoikin. ; 'hard and long; being 
right; not being a sycophant-; ' and not bending for convenience ana favor, noy one oi them 
if nough in that situation. 

Struagu- things -arc still -going onx. in tiiat office. I really have no interest in 
finding out wliat..- I’ll be quite s;urpriseu if at least one in a position of confidence 
doesn't surface in another role, "in is, tin. easiest mean in th. world to con. .ns aoor; it 
to hiirwolf . - iio nas an infinite paixicity for trusting the- .wrong people an. mi.'.trus.ting 
thouc„in siio,i- lie should have trust. If he iuis iearmu, I'll be surprises.. 

Louisiana is a place li ho -other.-. All the staff v/ill be v.'ixiiout serloiu; sroblens if 
anydiuj Imp. eno. They ’ll stil. Iiavo.. jobs an- careers, -uui if the govej-n . as; ..etc v ii.:, most 
citizens will b-..liove Ills in.ocout, as I ai- inclined to. 
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®&ose who nay get hurt are the nen who financed Jim, who repaid them by wasting most 
of their money. Shaw’s lawyers are determined to press the civil ' suit. They can’t collect'' 
a cent from Jim .'aha they know it. They are out to the rich ones, from whoiji they can 
collect. I don t -Snow any of them. If I did and he or they mentioned my name to Jim, he 
would nix it and me, so A never tried to meet any of thorn, besides,- as you s&ould remember, 
when I was there I worked, and ever night, liven at supper, you sliould recall. So 1 never 
had time for such things. 

There are two ways 1 might be able to help them. I met with Sal Panzeoa after you 
left for Houston when we were there together and I told him quite frankly that I believe 
I can defeat him, he wanted to know how, but X would give bjm only a hint about one of ty* 
ways. That was the less important way, Sr least. 

Tou sliould understand that that trial will place an enormous burden on Shaw. There 
is nothing about him that can't be aired in public, and the kind of character he enjoys is 
relevant, as yourfather, who is a lawyer, can explain better than I, in any assessment of 
damages, so he is wide open, to be laid bare, how why would he subject himself to tliis? 

Tlie answer is simple* he is persuaded (and was persuaded by his lawyers) that Harrison 
has no case of perjury or any other kind. Therefore, they expect to prevail and expect 
that the recovery will be large enough to repay Shaw for the suffering. 

To me, and I can be wrong, Garrison shows signs of having flipped, and not for the 
first time. As long as lie is Orleans Parish D.A. he lias some heft and can do things to 
defend himself. If he is elected judge, lie is without this power. His term will last 
long enough for these tests and trials to be over. So, I think it folly to give up 
power for no power. 

The one exception I can see is anticipation that he may be removed from office. Were 
this to happen, the situation would be entirely different. 

As a judge, he is only a man with a job. unless he wants to be a real crook, which 
I don't believe. 

Anyway, I've tried to explain the situation as I see it. I think I'm right but can’t 
be absolutely certain. 

IM like it better if "ou would call, but I still do not expect it. There is no 
need for him to call unless he wants something, lie has in writing what I asked for, and 
all are public records. I asked for no secrets. 

However, if you are back there again ahd are of a mind to. take the time, the only 
transcript I have- is the first one in Christenberry' s court, the first appearance *rank ' 
Klein mde. The dates were. last uly 8 and 0,- more than a year ago. Maybe lie'll let you 
xerox them, nut ehe chances are they will not be in his office, so he'll have a legitimate 
reason for putting you off. 

And if you have a job, by all means do HOT take time off for this. 

But thanks for the willingness and for calling me. 

Good luck, 





